
Faith Makes a Difference 
Our Mission: to serve & care for the community as we work to 
be & make disciples of Jesus Christ and grow together in 
relationship with God and our neighbors. 


Dear Faith Church friends and family, in 2021, Faith Church has lived into 
our mission. In 2021, we have lived into our mission in so many ways: 

We have served and cared for the community. Every Wednesday, we serve 
a community meal to more than 200 people, called Loaves and Fishes. By 
the end of 2020, we will have served more than 20,000 meals since 2020. 
The connection we make with people and the food served not only filled 
bellies, it filled souls!  We gave local kids hats, coats, mittens and masks, 
and took part in lots of community events and activities. Groups and 
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2021 Concerts 
A brass quintet from 

St. Olaf College 
performed at Faith in 

December!  

Worship at Faith 
9:30am Sunday 

6:45pm Wednesday 

Classical 
Conversations 

Homeschool Co-op 
Kids/Families 
grades Pre-K 
through high 

school meets on 
Thursdays

SERVE AND CARE 
Community Meals     

Prayer Team             
Care Team                 

Weddings, Funerals 
and MORE 
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DISCIPLESHIP 

  Learning & Growing 
Sharing how faith 

makes a difference 
Bible Studies            

and MORE
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LOVE GOD &  NEIGHBORS 
Block parties   Trunk or Treat  
Meeting people where they 

are and welcoming all.  
Respectful Conversations 

and MORE
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A Year of Faith: 2021 
Serving & Caring. Growing & Learning. Loving God & Neighbors



individuals created quilts and prayer blankets that are warm and comforting to those who receive 
them--people who are ill, injured, lonely, or without a warm place to sleep.  In November, neck 
warmers and blankets were donated to Dakota Woodlands, a women's shelter in Dakota county and 
still more are being prepared to give to others. The Prayer Team prayed for and with you, and the 
Care Team reached out to people who needed a little extra love and care.  

We found opportunities to grow in love with God. We shared in small groups like "Taco Tuesday" 
over supper, and ask the question, "How is it with your soul today?"  People learned about Spiritual 
Gifts, how God has created us each to be both individuals and part of one whole body of Christ, and 
we've made plans around how to use our gifts in service to God--in the church, in our work, 
neighborhoods, and in ways to serve others.  We are working to make disciples of Jesus and to pay 
attention to the difference that Jesus makes in our lives.  We are working hard to develop a ministry 
dedicated to reaching kids, youth and their families in worship, service, learning, activities and 
events that invite and welcome people to come to Faith Church. 

This year, we found opportunities to grow in love with our neighbors. We hosted a neighborhood 
block party, Trunk or Treat, Loaves and Fishes, supported the Senior Center, and a Family Camp on 
Labor Day weekend!  Faith is hosting a "Respectful Conversations," event in December, designed to 
help us learn ways of talking about difficult issues in our lives and communities--a way to feel heard 
and to listen to others; there will be another conversation during Lent. 

We can fully live into what God is calling us to do, if we all contribute and work together. Jesus asks 
us each to give proportionately according to our means, so matter who you are, or what you have, 
it’s enough when we give it in love and ask God's blessing.  

As we "wrap up" the year 2021, we are so grateful and are celebrating all that God has provided 
and allowed us to do in the years leading up to this one.  We stepped out in faith and built a budget 
we knew would stretch us financially, and yet we've had enough to do what has been needed and 
now we’re ready to plant seeds that will grow in 2022! 

Thank you, for being part of and investing in the future and mission of Faith Church.    

It is a blessing and privilege to be your pastor.    ~Pastor Karen  
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PASTOR KAREN AND SCOTT EVENSON 
Pastor Karen was appointed to Faith Church in 2016, part-time. Since 2017 
she’s been at Faith full-time sharing her passion for ministry and helping 
people of faith to grow and live into God’s call for their lives.  She and her 
husband, Scott, who is a chaplain at Shalom Homes in St. Paul and the lead 
chef/coordinator for Loaves and Fishes at Faith, currently live in Rosemount 
with their 11 yr old cat, Polly and their 1 year old dog, Winnie.  They have 
three adult kids—Patrick, Tucker, and Darby and one grandchild, Riley, who 
they spend as much time with as possible! They love to travel and cook 
together and enjoy seeing concerts, plays, and sporting events (especially 
baseball—Go, Twins!—and football (Scott says, “Go, Pack!” Karen says, “Skol!”)
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People (YOU!) are the 
heart of Faith church.  

The Women of Faith group at Faith Church has 
worked in 2021 to find ways to consider and 
reach all women who are part of the church 
and found from 
their survey this 
summer that 
women of all ages 
are looking for 
ways to grow in 
faith while getting 
to know each 
other, serving 
others and having 
fun! Start a Women of Faith small group with 
others and grow with other women of Faith.  
Contact Dee Parker  @ deeparker6@aol.com 

Women of Faith Officers  
Dee Parker - Chair 

Ruth Phillips - Secretary  
Ginger Stemme - Treasurer 

2021 Women of Faith projects included: 

Thank you card project – more than 1,600 
cards were written in 2021, thanking people for 
the role/work they do in the community.  500+ 
cards were written in October to every active 
and retired clergy in Minnesota UMC churches! 

Quilting  A hard 
working group of 
women work on 
quilts for people in 
need. They 
received donations 
of fabric & batting 
from the Quilt 

group at Farmington Lutheran to get started 
and have more plans for 2022! Meets the 2nd/
4th Tuesdays 10am - 1pm.  

Silent Auction items were collected for a silent 
auction that raised money for the church and 
for quilting supplies in November. 

Clothed in Faith 
closed this summer, 
to make room for 
Faith Church to 
update the 
classroom spaces 
and get ready to 
grow new and 

excellent ministries for kids and families! A lot 
of hard work went into sorting and sharing 
items with Caring Hearts in Action, a free-store 
located in downtown Farmington. What a 
blessing it was to host this ministry for so many 
years and then to pass it along to others with 
our prayers! 

“5 So we, who are many, are one 
body in Christ” Romans 12:5a 

The Men of Faith were challenged to form a 
group…so they did! What began as simply 
getting together for coffee during the summer 
of 2021 is now in the imaginations of many as 
to what Men of Faith might be about in 2022. 
Several 
men 
helped 
with the 
grilling 
at the 
church 
picnic, 
Harvest 
Dinner, in the Root Beer stand, and more! If you 
are interested in getting involved with other 
guys who are working to learn, grow, and serve 
others in the community and world as faithful 
men, contact Tom Hemish at (651) 246-3550. 
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The Faith Trustees tackled many projects to 
make sure that the building and property we 
use for ministry are cared for and updated this 
year. Their commitment to integrity and 
responsibility helps ensure that the collective 
contributions and the gifts we share with God 
are respected and best used.  In 2021, they 
responded to security needs & false alarms, 
cared for the building, grounds, the investment 
funds, responded after storms, supervised fire 
inspections, checked the boilers, updated 
technology, did building and accessibility audits 
and made important 
update recommendations 
for the future.  Norm, 
Bob, Steve, Cory, Ashley 
and Pastor Karen made 
decisions to choose the 
most effective Heating/
Ventilation/Air 
Conditioning units and 
thank goodness those were installed this year, 

because the boiler units and pipes that have 
served the building for so long were challenged 
this Fall and with the HVAC installed, we 
avoided problems like burst pipes and 
emergency expenses! We were ready to be 
hospitable to worshipers, volunteers, & guests. 

Trustees and work teams took care of the 
Faith Church building and property needs. 

“23 Whatever you do, do it from 
the heart for the Lord” Col. 23a 

Classroom renovations were underway this 
summer and readied for use by the CC 

homeschool cooperative and all the kids and 
youth God is preparing to come to Faith! 

“Do No Harm” 
The founder of the Methodist movement, John 
Wesley was committed to the principles of “Do 
good; do no harm; attending to the ordinances 
of God,” and the word was spread by the late 
Bishop Reuben Job about these principles.  
Bishop Job called them “Three Simple Rules.”   

We at Faith Church are committed to these 
things, too.  In 2020-21, we formed a Covid-19 
Planning Team with these in mind.  “Doing no 
harm,” was our guiding phrase while helping to 
guide the Administrative Council and Trustees 
in making decisions related to building use, 
worship services, and communications in the 
midst of the pandemic.  With their guidance, 
Faith Church continued to “do good” as we 
served and cared for so many even as we 
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navigated the changing tides and safety and 
health recommendations over the last year! 

“Do Good” 
By the end of 2021, the Loaves and Fishes 
community meal will have served more than 
20,000 meals and continues to serve more than 
200 of those meals each week under the 
guidance of Chef/Chaplain Scott Evenson and 
dozens of people of all ages prepared 
ingredients, packed containers, serve and greet 
all who come on Wednesday evenings. Every 

delivery was 
made by 
drivers who 
drove to 
homes in 
Farmington, 
Rosemount, 
Lakeville, 
Hampton, 
and Empire 
Township; 
this was 
especially 
helpful for 
those elderly 
ill, injured or 

recovering and those without a vehicle or who 
were unable to drive after dark.   

The efforts and contributions of many make this 
possible and together, "You give them 
something to eat” (Matt. 6:37) as Jesus directed 
his disciples to do.  We welcome all without 
judgement and know that whoever comes, 
needs a meal for themselves or is picking one 
up to bring to someone else.    

“You give them something to eat” 

Matt. 6:37 

“Stay in love with God” 
Another way to think about the Wesleyan 
principle of “attending to the ordinances of 
God,” is to stay in love with God.  Faith Church’s 
mission is to serve and care for the community 
while making disciples and growing in love of 
God and neighbors.  We remembered in 2021 
that in order to make disciples we first need to 
be disciples and that, paired with growing in 
love with God and neighbors is called 
discipleship.  If we attend to the ordinances of 
God, we are practicing the means of grace and 
doing things that enable us to nurture a lifelong 
relationship with the one who loves us first and 
loves us best. Here are a few examples:  

Worship.  Reading/learning the Scriptures.  
Communion.  Prayer.  Spiritual disciplines. 

Faith Church is a 
place where people 
can grow in faith, 
grow as disciples, 
and stay in love 
with God!  If you 
want to grow as a 
follower of Jesus, 
then Faith is a great 
place to do that.    

We worshiped 
indoors, outdoors, 
and online as well as 
Bible studies and 
Christian community 
groups such as Taco 
Tuesday or learning about Spiritual gifts in the 
“Gifted” class. These are just a few ways we 
worked to stay in love with God in 2021—how 
will you take part, invite or host a discipleship 
opportunity in 2022?   
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We share our time, 
gifts and financial 
offerings, and 
support the kind of 
rich learning we need 
to do in order to 

grow as disciples and serve God at every age.  
Together as a faith 
community, we 
gather to share 
love and care and 
have a fun time 
doing it!   

“Faith in Community” 

Hundreds of kids and their families were 
welcomed at Trunk or Treat where we gave out  
both candy and non-candy treats so that all kids 

would know they are welcome (many come 
with allergies and medical conditions, who 
wouldn’t otherwise get to take part)!  We took 
27 people to a Saint Paul Saints baseball 
game in July, and had a fun Faith Church 
Picnic in August, where people who attend 
Faith both in-person and online were able to 
meet and get to know 
each other (for the 
first time, or again)!   
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FAITH ROOT BEER STAND 
In 2021, Faith Church served 1919 Root Beer for purchase at the Dakota County 
Faith and for donations at a dozen or more Farmington community car shows, 
and after outdoor worship during the Summer.   We gave away root beer, floats, 
and popcorn at our “Back to School Blessings” event and movie night!  When 
we don’t have a very big church budget, we can continue to serve and care for 

the community by using the proceeds from the root beer stand to provide support for schools, 
community organizations, and missions both within and beyond the walls of the church building. It’s a 
self-sustaining way to provide for others! 

Fun Fact: 1919 root beer is brewed by the Schell’s Brewery in New Ulm, which is the longest 
continuously run family-owned brewery in the country. During Prohibition, they brewed root beer! 

2021 Faith Root Beer Stand Proceeds supported the following: 

Farmington School Partnerships 

Farmington Senior Center        Farmington Yellow Ribbon Network 

Dakota County Shelters and Services   Caring Hearts in Action 

Loaves and Fishes Community Meal   Farmington Foodshelf



A group of 20 went to Northern Pines UMC 
Camp over Labor Day Weekend and had a 

wonderful time getting 
to know each other, 
eating, playing, hiking, 
fishing, exploring the 
area and worshiping 
together.  The group 
took turns preparing 
meals and helping out 
with “chores.” Contact 

Bill Turner @ if you’re 
interested in getting to 
a camp in 2022! 

AmazonSmile.com – did you 
know that every purchase 
you make on Amazon can 
mean a small contribution for 
Faith Church?  Simply sign 
into your Amazon account (if 

you have one) at https://smile.amazon.com 
(you need to sign in through the "smile" web 
address) and designate Farmington Faith United 
Methodist Church as your "favorite charity." 
Then do your regular Amazon shopping. 
Whenever you make Amazon purchases make 
sure you're on https://smile.amazon.com in 
order that AmazonSmile will donate .5% of 
your eligible purchases to Faith Church!  

Coming Up in 2022 

In January, the Faith Book Group (all are 
welcome to join for one or more books in 2022) 
will be reading Mitch Albom’s “the stranger in 
the lifeboat: a novel.”  Two copies are available 

to borrow from church, or you 
can purchase a copy of your own 
on Amazon or at a local 
bookstore. Join a book discussion 
group on Tuesday, January 25th 
at 10am (church) or 7pm 
(Zoom).  Contact Pastor Karen 

to learn more or to suggest a book for 2022. 

2022 Prayer Team and Initiatives— Contact 
Ruth Phillips at rufulla@yahoo.com if you’d 
like to be on the team or help plan this year. 

2022 Care Team —Contact Kim Lomas at 
klomas805@hotmail.com if you’d like to help 
reach out to people through Faith this year. 

2022 Missions— LOVE in ACTION involves the 
practice of bringing light and love into the world 
in 2022. The more we practice “loving” actions, 
the more it becomes part of who we are as our 
part of the Body of Christ through Faith Church. 

January Missions Projects: Pack “LOVE in 
ACTION” bags after worship on January 16th 
(bags filled with a treat, a “love note” (kind 
words or prayer) and an invitation to come to 
Faith Church. Volunteer in some way with 
Loaves and Fishes. Call the office or sign up 
at this link: https://bit.ly/3FpLBWy or 
Volunteer to serve at Feed My Starving 
Children on Friday, January 28th 2-4pm 
(FMSC will also be on an evening in March). 

Watch the Faith This Week weekly emails for 
information about these and much more 
coming up in 2022!!  Contact the Faith Church 
office anytime to make sure you’re on the 
mailing and email lists for the year ahead!  

(651) 460-6110 

churchoffice.faithumc@gmail.com
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https://smile.amazon.com/?fbclid=IwAR34bPDZoS0somS-iL0k9YTtpI0DvWJOE_ZKDykR5qa981YW2wlhRirwqqU
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https://bit.ly/3FpLBWy
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Online gifts may be made at:  www.faithinyourheart.org/give or at www.givemn.org (search for 
Farmington Faith United Methodist Church). 

http://www.faithinyourheart.org/give
http://www.givemn.org
http://www.faithinyourheart.org/give
http://www.givemn.org
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